
Shelbyville Bedford County Public Library Board April 7th, 2026 

Board Members present: Ralph McBride, Shay Maupin, Mark McGee, Michelle Hasty, Dr. 

Gerald Martin, Jennifer Templeton, Brent Pewitt, and Bonne Belden. Also present: Margaret 

Petty – Library Director and Kate Huddleston – Regional Director. Not present: Vida Vanatta and 

Betsy Noel.  

  Called to Order 

Ralph McBride called the meeting to order at 1:02PM with a quorum of eight (8) members.  

Opportunity for the Public to Address the Board  

       No report.  

 

               Approval of Minutes  

     All approved.  

           Treasurer's Report 

     All approved.  

    Regional Libraries’ Report 

 R.E.A.D.S turns 20! R.E.A.D.S is the e-book and audio book system through the Libby app. 

With 6 million checkouts to date, it’s doing well! Kate Huddleston reminded the board that 

vacancies are coming up – Ralph McBride’s term is expiring this summer. Dr. Gerald Martin is 

up for renewal. There are 2 training opportunities coming up in April on the 9th and 28th. 

Statistical Reports are out and ready for review.   

    Old Business 

Megan Trott is willing to serve on the board but doesn’t want to be chair. Jennifer Templeton did 

show interest in the position once Ralph McBride fell off. There would not be a conflict as she 

would be the only county commissioner on the board.  

                                                              New Business 

Budget proposals are coming up. The deadline for submission to the city is the 17th and the 

deadline for the county is the 24th. The county plans to approve budgets during their meeting on 

April 28th.  

 

Jennifer Templeton made a motion to approve the proposed 2026-2027 budget. Mark McGee 

seconded. All approved.  



Ralph McBride made a proposal that the library pay the entire balance ($1,954.38), but Margaret 

will reimburse the library the amount that should’ve come out of her paycheck, $298.68. Due to 

her start date being entered wrong, there is a 6-month lag. 

 

Jennifer Templeton made a motion for the board to pay Margaret Petty’s retirement 

miscalculation of $1,954.38 with Margaret to reimburse her portion of $298.68. The money 

should be paid out of payroll. If there is not enough there, it can be paid from the reserve 

account. Michelle Hasty seconded the motion. All approved.  

 

Novaten, who our copier lease is with, is expiring this month. We’ve been with them for 5 years 

and haven’t had a lot of problems. The library has been with other companies in the past 

however, those companies weren’t as responsive. Dr. Gerald Martin made a motion to renew the 

Novaten lease. Mark McGee seconded the motion. All approved.  

 

                 Friends of the Library 

 The annual luncheon will be held on the second Tuesday of October this year. The Fly Arts 

building has been chosen as the location and Chris White is the speaker. 

The book sale will take place on April 27 – May 2.  

       Personnel Committee  

            No report.  

 

                   Community Relations  

There was coverage regarding the patio construction. Mark McGee plans to put a story in the 

paper on budget proposals.  

                        Property Committee 

Construction is underway for the patio! Everyone is getting excited to see the progress. It is 

estimated it should be completed this summer.  

         Librarian’s Report 

There was a complaint from a patron regarding the book, My Maddy by Gayle E. Pitman. It is in 

the children’s section of the library. While conducting the requested review by the Secretary of 

State, the board decided in January to leave the book in its current section. The patron was told, 

that if they wanted an official review, she would need to submit a “Request for Reconsideration 

of Materials”. And that if she wished, she could speak to the board at the next meeting on May 

26th at 1PM.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:56M. 

Shay Maupin | Treasurer/Secretary 


